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CHAPTER V.
MY FIRST YEAR IN BENARES.
A STRANGER passing hurriedly through a country
may carry away impressions about its climate, pro-
ducts, and people, which residence for a considerable
time would not merely modify but reverse. There are
some things of which he can speak with some confidence.
The great natural features of a country, its mountains
and plains and rivers, do not undergo any marked
change, and these m#y be truly described by the casual
visitor. The general aspect of a people, their houses,
dress, and look, remain much the same, and of these an
accurate observer may give a trustworthy account; but if
from what he himself has seen and heard he attempts to
give a general estimate of the character of the people and
of the state of the country, he is almost sure to fall into
great mistakes.
Within the last few years India has become a favourite
fielS for travellers who can without inconvenience speijd
a few hundred pounds, and be absent from home three or
four months. Swift steamers take them quickly to and from
Bombay, and railways carry them in a short time from
one end of India to the other. They travel at the season
when travelling is delightful, and thus see the different
countries of that great region in their most attractive